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HONORING THE DEDICATED LIFE 

AND WORK OF MR. JAMES A. 
WILDING 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Mr. James A. Wilding, an 
outstanding citizen of Northern Virginia who 
has served his community and country for al-
most half a century. 

Mr. Wilding will retire from the Metropolitan 
Washington Airports Authority this month after 
43 years of service. Revered as a leader in 
both the public and private sectors, Jim will 
leave behind a legacy of dedication and excel-
lence beyond compare. 

Jim graduated from the Catholic University 
of America as a Civil Engineer in 1959. He 
then joined the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, where his key role in the transformation 
of the Washington region began. Jim was one 
of the original planners of the Washington Dul-
les International Airport. En route to his posi-
tion as Chief Engineer, Jim advanced through 
the ranks of the FAA, working in many dif-
ferent engineering capacities on both Wash-
ington Dulles International and Ronald Reagan 
Washington National Airport. By 1979, Jim 
had successfully mastered the positions of 
Chief Engineer, Deputy Director, and finally 
Director of the FAA’s Metropolitan Washington 
Airports. 

Upon the 1987 transfer of the region’s air-
ports to the new Metropolitan Washington Air-
ports Authority, Jim began his tenure as that 
organization’s President. He continued to im-
plement his vision of a globally connected 
Washington area, easily accessible by world-
class air facilities. Of course, this vision was 
far removed from reality; the region’s current 
economic prosperity may obscure the collec-
tive memory of the wholly government-cen-
tered Metropolitan area of 50 years ago. Mr. 
Wilding’s involvement in the region’s air serv-
ice played a large role in changing that. He 
oversaw a capital development program of 
more than 3 billion dollars at the two federally 
owned airports in the region and led the mod-
ernization of Reagan National Airport. Dulles 
also underwent major growth in the 1990’s. 
Under Jim’s leadership, passenger activity at 
the two airports has almost doubled to 31 mil-
lion passengers in 2002. 

Widely acknowledged as an expert in the 
aviation industry, Jim has won numerous 
awards, including the highest award in the 
Transportation Department: the Secretary of 
Transportation’s Gold Medal. He has served 
namely as Chairman of the Airports Council 
International—North America, as President of 
the Aero Club of Washington, and has served 
on the Board of Directors of the regional orga-
nization, and on the Board of its worldwide 
parent based in Geneva, Switzerland. Cur-
rently, he serves on the Policy Review Com-
mittee of the American Association of Airport 
Executives. 

The United Way Campaign of Arlington 
County, Virginia is only one of the many re-
gional groups indebted to Jim for his support 
and active participation. Jim is a member of 
the Economic Development Commission of Ar-
lington County and has served on the Board 
of Directors as well as the Executive Com-

mittee of the Arlington County Chamber of 
Commerce. He has served on the Advisory 
Board of the Eno Transportation Foundation, 
and currently serves on the Board of the 
Washington, DC Convention and Tourism Cor-
poration, on both the Board of Directors and 
Executive Committee of the Dulles Area 
Transportation Association, and has served on 
the Executive Committee of the Transportation 
Research Board. 

The people of Northern Virginia join these 
organizations in their debt of gratitude to Jim 
Wilding, and extend him heartfelt thanks for 
his continuing role in advancing the prosperity 
of the Washington region. Mr. Chairman, the 
life and service of this Virginian serve as a 
shining example to all who wish to improve 
the well-being of their community through dy-
namic public and private activity.
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TRIBUTE TO DR. MYLES MARTEL 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute 
to Dr. Myles Martel in celebration of his 60th 
birthday. 

Dr. Martel has been involved with the United 
States political process for decades, leaving 
behind him a legacy of leadership. He came to 
prominence serving as former President Ron-
ald Reagan’s personal debate advisor, after 
which he moved on to become an advisor to 
the White House Office of Communications. 
Dr. Martel has also served as a speech advi-
sor to ambassadors, congressmen, senators, 
governors and cabinet members. His expertise 
has awarded him many honors, including the 
George Washington Honor Medal, and the 
Distinguished Alumni Award for Outstanding 
Professional from the University of Con-
necticut. Dr. Martel has published five books, 
and has been quoted by many nationally rec-
ognized newsmagazines and newspapers. 

I am honored today to recognize Dr. Myles 
Martel for his many accomplishments, and to 
wish him the best on the celebration of his 
60th birthday.
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TRIBUTE TO REVEREND RONALD 
L. BAILEY, D. MIN. 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to an outstanding individual who 
has dedicated his life to serving others, the 
Reverend Dr. Ronald L. Bailey, D. Min., who 
on April 26 of this year was elevated to the 
position of Bishop by the Love Gospel Assem-
bly, a non-denominational church serving over 
2,500 members within my Congressional dis-
trict in the South Bronx. 

Dr. Bailey was born and raised in Harlem, 
New York, and is the Senior Pastor of Love 
Gospel Assembly, one of the larger multi-fac-
eted, multi-cultural ministries in New York City. 

Dr. Bailey was ordained in 1987 by the late 
Bishop Gerald Julius Kaufman, founder of 
Love Gospel Assembly, who also mentored 

Dr. Bailey in full-time ministry for eight years. 
Dr. Bailey’s life and work as he labored beside 
Dr. Kaufman have built on the foundation of 
ministry to and for the poor and inner cities 
that was clearly articulated and demonstrated 
by Dr. Kaufman and continued the important 
work of Love Gospel Assembly. 

Dr. Bailey has a Bachelor of Arts in Theo-
logical Studies, a Master of Arts in Theology 
from Evangelical Theological Seminary and a 
Doctor of Ministry (D. Min) from United Theo-
logical Seminary in conjunction with Robert 
Schuller’s School for Preaching (Fuqua School 
of Communication). 

Dr. Bailey sits on the Board of Directors for 
The Urban Youth Alliance Inc., the Steering 
Committee for the Bronx National Day of Pray-
er, and the Board of Directors for the Concerts 
of Prayer, Greater New York. 

Dr. Ronald L. Bailey has been married for 
35 years to Dorothy Bailey and they have 
three children, Ron, Jr., Rachel, and Danielle 
and one grandchild, Anaiah. 

Among other things, Dr. Bailey serves 
meals to over 700 people weekly, conducts a 
food pantry and provides clothing to the 
needy. 

As it is written in Hebrews 6:10, ‘‘for God is 
not unjust; he will not forget your work and the 
love you have shown him as you have helped 
his people and continue to help them,’’ the 
community recognizes him and honors him 
with this consecration. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying tribute to and in congratulating the 
Reverend Dr. Ronald L. Bailey, D. Min. on his 
consecration as Bishop of Love Gospel As-
sembly.
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CONGRATULATIONS, MONSIGNOR 
JOSEPH SEMANCIK ON 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF ORDINATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride and sincerity that I wish to con-
gratulate Monsignor Joseph Semancik as he 
celebrates the 50th anniversary of his ordina-
tion into the priesthood. He will be honored by 
his parishioners with a luncheon following an 
11:00 am Mass at Sacred Heart Parish in East 
Chicago, Indiana on Sunday, May 2, 2003. 

A native of Northwest Indiana, Monsignor 
Semancik was born in Whiting on March 3, 
1929 to Frank Semancik and Lillian Duray. He 
attended St. John the Baptist School and 
Catholic Central High School. After graduating 
from high school, Monsignor Semancik’s pas-
sion for his faith led him to study at Sacred 
Heart Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and 
later at St. Meinrad Seminary in Southern Indi-
ana. He was ordained into the priesthood on 
May 1, 1953, and this important event became 
a stepping stone for his lifelong dedication to 
the citizens of Northwest Indiana. 

Monsignor Semancik began his career as 
an Assistant Priest for Assumption Parish in 
East Chicago and at St. Catherine of Siena in 
Hammond, Indiana. He was appointed admin-
istrator at Sacred Heart Parish in 1960, a posi-
tion he held until being named pastor at Holy 
Trinity Church in Gary in 1969. After five years 
as pastor for Holy Trinity, Monsignor 
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